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WORLD CONFEDERATION OF THE PAST PUPILS OF DON BOSCO
Via della Pisana 1111 – 00163 Roma

Madame President, Prof. Carolina Fiorica,

Sr. Maritza Ortiz,FMA Delegate
Mother Antonia Colombo,FMA Superior General
Fr. Pascual Chavez,SDB Rector Major
Delegates and Participants
Today it is a real pleasure for me to offer you my warmest greetings in the name of the World Confederation of the Past-Pupils of Don Bosco, and in particular of the Confederation President.
The theme of your Centenary that begins today, “Hands in the world, roots in the heart”, clearly and unequivocally represents a precise synthesis between past and future.
The past reminds us that everything began thanks to Fr. Philip Rinaldi and Felicina Gastini (daughter of our first past –pupil, Carlo) and Sister Caterina Arrighi.  It continued because of  the Presidents, Delegates, and Confederation Councils that succeeded one another and today we have Carolina, Sr. Maritza and you, our Councillors.  

We rejoice with you for having shared with us, during this period of common mandate, many initiatives, and in particular, the “Schools for Leaders” in Latin America, for the formation of today’s youth and tomorrow’s leaders.
The future for many boys and girls starts here, today, with the many young people who are present, and who represent the strongest sign of hope and continuity for our Associations.

Dear friends, the future is the motivating force for us to be those who will bring about the necessary and essential changes in today’s world as seculars committed with faith and trust in our Saintly Founders.

For this reason, we will always  be ready to share projects and initiatives in order to be an increasingly positive force in the Salesian Family, in the Church, and in Society.
By our presence here, all of us are certainly a testimony to the will to begin anew “with hands in the world” with the care of strengthening the story that began with Don Bosco, was received and developed by Mother Mazzarello and now falls to each one of us.
We esteem you, thank you, and renew our most fervent wishes for the Centenary that opens today. We await you at the celebration of our Centenary of the first International Meeting, in 2011. 
May Don Bosco and Mary Help of Christians be with you all.
Dr. Francesco Muceo

President of the World Confederation of the Past Pupils of Don Bosco’s 
