Hands in the World, Roots in the Heart!
Very Reverent and dearest Mother Antonia Colombo, Superior General of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians,
Madame Carolina Fiorica, President of the World Confederation of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christian Past Pupils,    
Dear Sr. Maritza Ortiz, Confederation Delegate,
Very Reverend Sr. Celestina Corna, Provincial of Piedmont and the  Valle D’Aosta
Delegates,
Past Pupils, 

Hon. Sergio Chiamparino, Mayor of Turin,
Mr.  Antonio Saitta, President of the Province of Turin,
Mr. Davide Gariglio, President of the Regional Council of Piedmont,
Dr. Francesco Muceo, World President of the SDB Past Pupils,
Dr. Rosario Maiorano, Coordinator General for the Salesian Cooperators 
Dr. Rosa Maria Laganà Mazzeo, President of OMAEC

Prof. a Paola Mancini, National President of  CONFEDEREX

First of all I would like to thank the President of the World Confederation of the Past Pupils of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians for this invitation to myself and my Vicar, Fr. Adriano Bregolin to participate in the centenary celebration of your  Association.  I take this opportunity to greet you and to offer best wishes for a joyful and fruitful event, well aware of the important role that  the Past Pupils are called to perform in favor of Society and of the Church 

“Hands in the world, roots in the heart!” This is truly a beautiful expression!  Especially so because it immediately evokes the pages of the creation of the world and  the entrustment that God gave man and woman so that together they may have dominion on the earth through science and technology; so that they may cultivate it by their work and render it fruitful  so that men and women may inhabit it.  But it asks them above all to “humanize” this world through love so that it may become a home for all. (Cfr. Gen 1:28; 2:15). The motto that you have chosen as the theme of your centenary celebrations and as a program for the future of your Confederation makes us also remember another page from the Gospel of John: “new heavens and a new earth.” After sin had had shattered the dream of God, “God so loved the world that he sent his only son” (John 3:16).
Having “hands in the world” means especially assuming God’s task: committing yourself, like Him, to care for the world and people with your own hands, committing yourself to the full in the story of humanity, sharing its joys and hope, its sadness and anguish (GS 1).  It means being aware that humanity continues to live “between the seed and the weed” (Mk 4:30-34), rather “that creation itself impatiently awaits  the revelation of the children of God”, and in the meantime “it sighs and suffers the pains of labor until today” ” (Rom 8:19.22). 
This means that human history continues to be the scenario of the “enmity between the woman and the serpent; between her seed and his” (cfr Gen.3:15).  This is the cry:  roll up your sleeves and put yourself to the task to make of God’s world a hearth for the person and for the human story of God’s Kingdom.  Hands are the symbol par excellence ,of human activity, of concrete work, of shared effort.  They are a reminder to pass from theory to practice, from dreams to reality, from plans to life.
All of this will be possible if, in your heart, you will keep alive and fruitful the roots of life that are human and spiritual values, drawn from the great Salesian educational vision that guides and nourishes all of our life and work.

We know well the situations of this world that anxiously wait to be overturned:

· The aggression that threatens life in the womb.

· The exploitation and abuse to which childhood is subject on all continents.
· The manipulation of youth that burns up the best years of life in 


consumerism and sacrifices their best energies by subjecting them to interests 
that are purely economic or to the trafficking in death.
.
· The lack of dignity in which women live in a great part of the world and the 


objectification to which they are subjected even in the most advanced 
countries. 
· The shameful exclusion suffered by the immigrant, racism and xenophobia from which no one is free. 

· The camps of the refugees or evacuees with all the suffering and the want in a life that is continually precarious, the victims of war and finally, the countless violations against human rights on all continents. 
We know that evil exists, we also know of its destructive power and its consequences.  Ignoring it would be to sin against ingenuity, but we believe, above all, that Christ Conquered evil and that by its victory not only did He make life new, but that He also guaranteed our life that that of all persons who collaborate for the building up of the Kingdom of God.  No one more than God is committed to the salvation of the world, created by Him and redeemed by love at the price of the blood of His Only Begotten Son: “You have tribulation in the world, but have faith; I have conquered the world” (John 16,33b).. 

The time has come for the Salesian Family to pass to action, to set hands to the work and to work like an immense movement for the defense and development of life in all its manifestations.  Life is “...the great gift that God has entrusted to us like a seed, so that we can collaborate with Him and bring it to grow and fructify in abundance.” 

In this year’s “strenna” I spoke to you of the “Salesian treasure”, of the secret and efficacious weapon with which to transform the world.  This is the education of the younger generations.”  
We know very well that the wealth of a people does not lie in material resources, nor in monuments, nor in its GNP (Gross National Product)  but in its citizens, the men and woman who form, on their  cultural level, their preparation, their capacity to live in peace and solidarity. This is the fruit of education.  Don Bosco exhorted his Cooperators:  “Do you want to do something good?  Educate youth.  Do you want to do something holy?  Educate youth. Do you want to do something divine?  Educate youth.  This among divine things is the most divine. ”

This is the emergency of which the Holy Father spoke and it is valid for all continents and all people:  educate the younger generations.  Only they will be able to assure that there will be a better world, one that is more human, more fraternal, more in solidarity.
The Past Pupils belong the Salesian Family in virtue of the education received, i.e. that considers education to be positive and still feel it valid for their life.  They have succeeded in being the “honest citizens and good Christians”  desired by Don Bosco.
Therefore the Past Pupils must convert themselves into the first apostles of this education in all its dimensions, as expressed in your program :  “Each past pupil of the FMA will commit him/herself to the advancement and education of the woman, the defense of life and of the family; they will support the defense of human rights and of peace; they will favor the promotion of initiatives and activities in favor of youth, particularly those who live in difficult situations; they will be open to intercultural and inter-religious dialogue and will favor it.”

This is the content of what you have desired to express in the motto: “Hands in the world; roots in the heart”, in the sense that nothing of what happens around you should be extraneous to you.  Today we know of the massive and grave violations of human rights and we do not fear getting our hands dirty in the commitment of restoring dignity to the poor, to the marginalized and to the excluded.
With all our strength we seek to act in such a way that human rights in the totality of their expression are guaranteed for all people.  In other words, dear Past Pupils, you are called to be the “untiring hands and the compassionate heart of God, committed to “healing the sick, raising the dead, bringing health to lepers and chasing out demons” (cf. Mt 10:8a)

I conclude by reminding you  that the Associations of Past Pupils were not founded by Don Bosco, or by the Salesians, or by the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians.  They were born from gratitude.  Gratitude is the first fruit of a good education, so that it may continue to be “a matter of the heart”. The heart of God did not spare even its only Son to save us; the heart of don Bosco who promised his boys that his last breath would be for them; the heart of Mother Mazzarello who knew how incarnate the feminine aspect into the Preventive System.
The Salesian vision of life,  marked by what is positive and optimistic, and the certainty of the final triumph of good will help us to free many persons from negative experiences suffered, to free up their best energies, to develop all their potential and to commit themselves in the building up of a world that is more just and more in solidarity. 
Therefore, go forward with your “hands in the world and roots in the heart.”  Best wishes ! 
Turin, March 8, 2008

Fr. Pascual Chávez Villanueva
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