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Rome, 15 January 2011

Prot. P. 260

Dear Mother Yvonne, sr. Maria Luisa, sr. Maritza,

I thank you to be her with us.

I thank you because you support our path, according your role. We know that we are not alone and you showed us in many occasions in a strong way. Thanks to the Institute that gave us a FMA who supports us at full time, our Delegate who shares all our associative life also in the daily life.

The opportunity of this meeting of Council that we live every time as a privilege moves us and enjoys us.

“There is time for everything…”says the Siracide ”time to plant and time to uproot”.

And we, paraphrasing the holy Text: time to seem and time to pick up. But also time to help the plant to grow.

This is our real position.

Think about new ideas, we need time to deepen.

With this opinion we want to do together with the Mother, with the Counselor for the Salesian Family and with the Confederal Delegate some reflections.

It is sure that in these last years the Association worked with strength in hard initiatives that have a new face of input in the social- with the constitution of the Not One Less ONLUS- and of a real co -responsibility in the FMA mission – with the work for the management of the Maria Lisa Vaschetti House. Not for philanthropic tension but for the consciousness to be  a Group, recognized by the Salesian Family with a specific identity that is far to make barriers, but it offers the opportunity to tell to ourselves and to the others who we are.

“It (the Association) is in the society as natural laic expression of a religious educational Institute that works in the different cultures.” (Confederal Statute) art. 1.2)

In the Council of 2008 we presented, through a study of our Statute and your Constitutions, the theoretical assumption of this assertion. When in the council of the 4 December 2004 we declared that we felt the laic part of the Institute we didn’t read it, neither we saw the documents of the past with prophetic declarations of some Superiors of the past. It was simply what we felt. We won’t other.

It was yet the offer of our life to the Institute not as collaborators but as workers to share in co responsibility a project and a Mission.

After the reading of the Biographic Memories of Don Bosco and the supporting of Don Rinaldi to the growing Work of Ex pupils ( as he expressed ) convinced us that we could be (not only feel) the laic Part of the FMA Institute.

Which other group of the Salesian Family shares with FMA the same salesian Spirituality with the nuances of the Spirit of Mornese? Which other Group, also in its autonomous management , refers to the General Superior of FMA?

Sure, as expressed in the Council of 2009, because of different levels of belonging to the Association, what we now declare can refer not to not all the members.

But we assure that inside the Association there is a great group (and in every part of the world) that lives this belonging as a vocation.

In this contest, the subject offered by the Strenna of this year seems us a nuance of the Providence. The confirm that our path, felt by us in the vocational point of view, hic et nunc.

In spite of the difficulties, in spite of this discovery of a strong charismatic  identity inside the Salesian Family  near the FMA Institute created incredulity, we live with “pride and thanking” (to use the words of the Strenna) this laic condition of conscious life that “the different laic vocations enrich the testify of the holy life” (words of the Strenna).

In these last years we opened the doors of the Association also to the men – and not only ex pupils. For the most part they are husband of ex pupils, they shared with them activities and projects in FMA Houses. But none proposed them it. Now it is a normal routine  by the Statute and this allows us to start a new path for the couples. In the spiritual Exercises that the Confederation organized to Castelnuovo Nigra in august 2010, we started  a path for the couples. The times are right: an Association that declares to be for the family can avoid this aspect. With courage we start this way. So at Castelnuovo Nigra, we are organizing a courses of spiritual Exercises for the couples. Also to them we do a vocational proposal as a reading of the evangelic Advices in laic key: for us there is not poverty vote but a choice of a life style of sobriety; we have to obey to our reality  sharing with the Association, with the people who has the responsibility and shows capacity of support; and for the chastity: perhaps there is not a chastity way to live the marriage?

The belonging of the Association was allowed, until now, an input to the education of the FMA House. Today and in the future an input to charismatic infection of our members. So the Association can grow independent from the closing of the Works of the Institute. Also this is provided by the Statute.

The crisis of the Association doesn’t avoid our Association. The numbers confirm it, also if we see a great movement of appreciation towards what we are and what we do. Now, we can say: come and see because also in the local realities there is an action supported by our Spirituality. The hands in the world the roots in the heart: more than a slogan, a commitment of life, personal and common.

We know that perhaps it needs thinking to other ways further of the simply annual adhesion, so small and limited to little geographical areas (Italy at the top, clearly). Because of an Association must have the income to live. It seems a miracle of the Providence that we can carry out what we have from the associative rate, because the Association has not other incomes.

The Castelnuovo Nigra House, when the financing emergency ended and organized the management, could be an activity of support to the Association further than a “sign” of a Mission. But also this needs the will of all of us.

The turn back of the former resources of the file that with passion our Delegate sr. Maritza is managing, will continue to offer wonderful treasures: a bath in the origins that can present a future with guarantee of authenticity.

It is a bet we want to do with ourselves as person and as Association because we represent the Central Organism of animation. But it is a bet that without you we cannot win.

The reflection on some levels of the Association and of the Institute of what we “dream” for the Center, it is not easy. But there is always the need of someone who opens the way and who, inspired from the passion, is able to propose.

“…the Salesian Family enriches – the Chancellor writes in the Strenna- with the significant present of the priests, religious people, laic people. Together they show the energies for the testify and the educational mission;…”

We live it with a particular assonance with the FMA Institute.

“This relationship doesn’t refer to the roles or in the different functions that everyone can carry out (many times the roles are the same), but in the specific vocational gifts…

This support us to live with pride our vocation, feeling heirs of a special charisma that God inspired”. (Strenna 2011)

Also the young people who are not so much now in the Association, could come and see the enthusiasm and the passion that we are living with our vocation . In such “vocational dynamism” they could discover, welcome and grow the gift of the laic vocation and, (why not?) priestly vocation, in the Church and in the salesian Family.

It is important dreaming and wanting, but proceeding with little steps.

Because there are obstacles in spite of the beautiful way we carried out, also thanking the input of the Mothers and by the General Councils of these years.

We hope that the Educational Communities will enrich more and more of the presence of the Ex pupils. This is a problem we have to spend some energy.

We try to find in the daily life of the presence in the Houses of the Institute, that we consider not our property but an input for our work and activities, from the easier and traditional to the modern ones as Ex pupils of the different Unions, indifferent o the difficulties.

Yes! Because it is all here. We are in love with the Institute and the love is a stronghold.

With such opinion, we present us to You, offering to go on together in this way of co responsibility in the joy.

In the name of the Confederal Council and together to the Delegate sr. Maritza.
Carolina Fiorica
Confederal President
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