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This was a very special encounter! It was the last Council meeting of the Association with Mother General and with the present General Consultors for the Salesian Family and it was very significant for us. 

Well aware of the journey we made together during recent years,in continuity with that of the past, and desiring that we continue to have paths of continuity in the future, we placed in th e Heart of God our anxieties for the future of the Association which belonged to Mary before it belonged to us.  With our Association, the Help of Christians confirmed and ratified Don Bosco’s words:  “It is enough that a young person enter into a Salesian House for Mary to take him/her under her mantle.”  

We have said yes to this protection with our free, voluntary belonging, aware that we have taken Mary into our life.  Yes, we brought her home with us as did John, the Apostle whom Jesus loved.  Today we are even more aware of this than in the past.  In fact, there has been born into the Salesian Family, side by side with the FMA Institute, the new figure of the lay person.  It did not come from nothing during these years,  It happened that someone saw the latent desire in many, observed it attentively, and put together much from the past with the needs of the present and, at the door of the new era of life of the Association, gave a name to all this.
The Branch of the Laity of the FMA Institute.  This is what we feel that we are.

During the meeting of the Council on December 4, 2004, we declared before Mother Antonia and then later before the General Council our awareness of not knowing how to give voice to the prophetic words of a few former Superiors.  Having recognized this,  gave us  the awareness of being instruments of a plan that  was above  and beyond our poor persons.  

The work realized during these years:
 *the constitution of the not for profit organization, Not one Less, as a means of managing Solidarity, thanks to which we have already realized on various continents “restitution” projects for those who have been deprived of what human beings have as a  right ;

* taking on the responsibility for the administration of the house of  Castelnuovo Nigra that we want to be a central force for  Mornesian-Salesian spirituality in addition to being a “nest” for the past pupils; 

* The organization of a Centenary “face” which, more than a celebration, will be a reminder of what we have been and the commitment for a future of hope that will demonstrate beyond words what our Association wants to be today and in the next hundred years.  
 One sole mission
“In those days Jesus called the Twelve and began to send them out two by two... (Mark 6, 7)

I would like to go back over this image from the Gospel of Mark and begin a reflection with you on this new figure of the layperson in the Salesian Family.

We past pupils and our FMA are joined together in one sole mission (...I begin to send you...) 
 Further enlightenment from the Documents
Our Association is promoted by the FMA Institute  
* From our  Statues
1.1 
The World Confederation of the Past Pupils of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians is  a non- profit association promoted by the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (or Salesians of Don Bosco).  As such, it is a group in the Salesian Family in which the Rector Major-the successor of Don Bosco-is the father and center of unity. 
1.2. 
It places itself in society as a natural lay expression of a religious, educational Institute that operates in different cultures.  

* From the Constitutions of the FMA, Art.74... 

“We will maintain with the past-pupils a relationship of cordial friendship, offering them the welcome proper to our family spirit. We will encourage them to insert themselves into the World Confederation promoted by the Institute...” 
* From the Guidelines of the Educational Mission of the FMA “So that they may have life in abundance... Art. 76 (repeated in our Statute):
“The Past Pupils’ Association represents a true place of humanization and attention to life in its sacredness and inviolability.  It commits itself to stand at the side of the FMA for the promotion and education especially of the woman and the defense of the family, of human rights and of peace; it offers itself as a movement of opinion in the meeting with the socio-cultural reality, valuing the processes of social communication, cultivating the intercultural and inter-religious dialogue that it favors.”

Therefore, the rapport with our Sisters is intimate and undeniable not only on the personal level, but also expressly on that of Institute. 
“The spirit of Mornese that must also characterize the face of the FMA communities- according to what the Constitutions state in Article 2-must also give a stamp  that is completely particular to our Unions, the basic cells of our Association, in which spirituality  (Art 5.2 of the Statute)...in enriched...by the charismatic elements of the lifestyle and action of Mary Mazzarello who, with “feminine genius” , shared the same educational  plan, inspired by Mary: “take care of them...”live daily life in simplicity and joy; fill every little gesture with the experience of God; insert yourself into the territory witnessing to and promoting the culture of life and of solidarity.

To the spiritual legacy of Don Bosco we also add the original contribution  our vocation as Salesian-Mornesian laity.

We continue to journey through our documents...
The Statute: Art.1.2. “(The Association) is placed in society as the natural lay expression of a 

religious, educational Institute working in different cultures.

Constitutions Article 74 “...To the non-Christian past pupils we will propose suitable goals, so that they may live and transmit the values assimilated during their formation.”
And further:

The Association (Article 4 of the Statutes)


Participates in the educational mission of the Institute of the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (FMA) and in the environments in which they work they will be inserted with the Salesian lay style that characterizes it.
And in parallel the Constitutions (Art. 74) states:
“We encourage them …to commit themselves in the Salesian style in the family, the ecclesial community, in society and in collaborating in our work.”

And further on, Art. 129 states: “…we form true educating communities which, in the spirit of the Preventive System,  favor the apostolic insertion of the past pupils into society and the Church.” 
It is evident that we deal with two faces of one sole Charism.  The consecrated virginity of our Sisters and our vocation as Laity, though presenting themselves in different ways, enter into dialogue thanks to their diversity and our shared “baptismal roots.” 
As consecrated persons, our Sisters are women who have responded to Christ’s invitation, accepting the Evangelical Counsels of poverty, chastity and obedience.

We who are simply the Laity, in so far as we are the baptized, participate in the Kingship of Christ, in Prophecy, in His Priesthood.  Does this seem inconsequential? 
Rule of Life
This is our consecration. We must be faithful to it.  The Gospel of the Beatitudes is our Rule of Life.  And we must be faithful to it. 
The statues of our Association points out the goals and the Spirituality that we have freely chosen.  And we must be faithful to it.
The Statute, therefore, is for us as members, much more, perhaps , than what we habitually believe: a guide of where to go to get news regarding the number of the candidates or the  number of absences allowed for the council before they have to give up the office.  These things are important for our relationship with civil society and for an orderly structural organization.
But for what pertains to our spiritual life-on the personal or on the association level-we must refer to the articles regarding the Aims and Spirituality.
 “Here I am…   I come”

…pronounced in our soul without public promises.  Lived in everyday life with the serene awareness of being dear to the Heart of God.

It is obvious that there are different levels of living this reality...not everyone does so in the same manner.  

Each person responds to this proposal in a personal way, starting form the way of understanding life.

We should not be confused by the fact that in a Union the composition of the group is heterogeneous.  We must not be discouraged when we see that not all the past pupils will respond enthusiastically to our proposals. Neither should we accept the provocation of those who (even in the FMA communities) may ask: “But what do the past pupils do?”  Perhaps these persons do not know that during recent years the Association has been launched on the social scene (of missionary daring” as Mother wrote in a Circular referring to the constitution of the Not One Less non profit organization, thanks to which we promote solidarity projects on all continents); perhaps they do not know about  the theme of the Centenary that we are gearing up to celebrate  “Hands in the world and roots in the heart” that indicates in a clear strong manner the way to be followed for the next 100 years; perhaps they do not know that the “root” is the Salesian-Mornesian spirituality; perhaps they do not know that some works that risked being closed have been entrusted to the past pupils; perhaps they do not know that in the face of diminishing religious vocations even we, the laity, can carry ahead the Charism; perhaps they do not know that (according to the words of Mother Nilde, taken up again by Mother Antonia) we constitute a precious legacy for the Institute.
A style of relationships, caring, cheerfulness, becoming saints, austerity…

This spirituality, transmitted to us by our Sisters is lived by each member in her own environment, in the family, at work, and in society.  Finding one’s self in her own Union constitutes (or should constitute) a need for human and spiritual re-charging, a workshop of growth in the art of Communication...so that “by this they will recognize my disciples...”

And therefore the attention, listening, serenity, the objective of appreciation, respect, knowing how to let go of something of one’s own, the mediation and searching for the lesser evil, empathy, seeking the essential...are all cardinal points for a correct communication among ourselves...from which He will recognize His disciples.
In my first letter to the first lay community of Castelnuovo Nigra I wrote:
First of all, the work that you are carrying out is God’s work.  There is no other explanation for a plan that would otherwise be very foolish.  I was able to enjoy, even if only for a few hours, the sweetness of Castelnuovo Nigra.  And I’m not speaking about the meteorological climate.  One would like to remain there for a long, long time.  It is the magnetic field of the House of God that attracts those who in Him have believed in Him and have, almost contagiously, continue to attract even those who apparently, have no relationship with Him.  And as good lay persons who follow the Spirituality of Mother Mazzarello-in addition to that of Don Bosco- we must act in such a way that Castelnuovo will always be the house of the love of God, just like that of Mornese.  This is the reason why we are there, the only reason!

So it will be a House of Spirituality, not only because there we will have formation encounters and retreats, but also because-let me say it-especially because in that environment one will breathe reciprocal love, trust, cheerfulness, austerity, union with God, and the desire to become saints. This is something that I have been able to see in you.
It will take time, but the help of others will arrive.  We must have trust and believe above and beyond every appearance. This is not our work, even though it is our arms that support this period of activity. In this regard, I recommend that you measure your efforts and that you be sufficiently passionate about the task at hand, but keep your feet well- planted on the ground.

In times of weariness, we must abandon ourselves in the arms of the tenderest of mothers, our Help of Christians because “she has done everything.”  She will continue to do so.

And not only at Castelnuovo Nigra!
 We are proud of being what we are, seeking to regain each day our identity of Salesian-Mornesian laity, tasting the joy of being such during this centenary year of the Association.  All of us-really all-are part of this history and it is up to us to pass the torch to those who will come after us.  The future of the Association is in our hands.  It is a future that can be prosperous and fruitful in the measure in which we succeed in being credible through a witness to solidarity that finds it motivation in the Gospel of the Beatitudes.  
                                                                                       Carolina Fiorica
                                                                            President
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