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Councilors of the Confederation of FMA Past Pupils
Thoughts on the theme of the Centenary 
Hands in the world, roots in the heart 
January 12, 2007
Sr.Antonia Colombo
Dear Carolina Fiorica, President of the World Confederation of FMA Past Pupils, Members of the Confederation Council,

It is with great joy that I find myself here with you today together with Sr. Maria de los Angeles Contreras, the person responsible on the General Council for the Salesian Family Sector and Sr. Maritza Ortiz, World Delegate for the FMA Past Pupil Association, for the meeting of the Confederation Council convoked in accordance with Article 11 of the Statute of the Confederation according to the aim specified therein.  
As programmed, there will follow the meeting with the two General Councils, that of the FMA and that of the World Confederation of the Past Pupils.  The Councils will move toward the conclusion of their respective mandate.  We want to work together to prepare ourselves to transmit the witness to those who will come after us.

In my quality as representative of the FMA Institute I have been invited to express thoughts and ideas on the theme chosen to celebrate the Centenary of the Association: Hands in the world, roots in the heart. I do so with joy and gratitude.

When the roots are in a heart inhabited by God, and the hands are available for the mission that He has entrusted to us, a small flame of hope is lit.

It is always impressionable to observe the Coliseum illuminated on particular occasions, for example, the suspension of the death penalty for one condemned to death.  I believe that if the Coliseum would be illumined every time a Past Pupil in the world gives us a sign of hope, the lights would always be on.  We do not deal with extreme gestures, but with little lights in condition to nourish a great hope.
And you have lit many lights on your journey during these 100 years!  Frequently in silence, far from the footlights of a stage, but always in the perspective of serving life.  The journey of the Association in its centenary course has known a progressive concretization in hope.

The Past Pupils have hands in the world more and more.  They are aware of their mission of committed lay people working for the humanization of young people and appreciating the international dimension of the Association to be present there, where there is a human life to defend, a sadness to be soothed, the dignity of the woman to be promoted.  They network with volunteer associations, becoming active in solidarity without borders.  The project Not One Less (ONLUS), promoted by the Association to support educational activity especially in favor of children and young women, is now a great oak tree bearing mature fruit.
The awareness of being an ecclesial lay group with a specific vocation in interaction with other groups of the Salesian Family has supported the process toward autonomy in time.

The headquarters in Via Gregorio VII in Rome is a symbolic expression of this process and constitutes a point of support, of reference and of encounter on a worldwide level for the administration of the Association. The house of hospitality and spirituality at Castelnuovo Nigra is a further step in this direction. It represents a roof and a heart from which there shines forth Salesian, Mornesian, lay spirituality assumed for some time now as the program of the Association.
The ever more explicit request of the laity to share with the religious not only activities, but also the spirituality and mission of the Institute is a comforting novelty present today in the Church
. The family desired by Don Bosco is in the best condition for such a sharing in a complex context –a globalized positive offering, but one that is fragmented in the values that it bears-that requires the unity of strength in view of the convergence of the mission toward educating youth.

 The new situations of today’s reality require new responses in condition to promote an alternative culture with respect to the dominant culture, one that frequently seeks goals and encourages a lifestyle far from recognition, and not only proclaimed by word, by the dignity of people and by their inalienable rights.

The presence of the Salesian Family in the world constitutes an international network animated by the same spirit and lifestyle where one can exchange educational experiences frequently realized in the multi-cultural and multi-religious environments also due to immigration.  The possibility of counting on sharing the same spirituality by many persons and having efficacious speakers also on the level of organizations in which the politics of young people are decided encourages daring and creativity
.
The theme of the Centenary indicates the path the future of the Association wants to open to us.  It is the way of the Preventive System inculturated into today’s reality for others and ourselves according to the program of Don Bosco:  to be good Christians and honest citizens.
During this year our Institute is preparing to celebrate GC XXII focusing on the dimension of sign to witness concretely to the all-foreseeing love of God, especially for the younger generations.  Together we can offer a clearer, more legible and group sign of this love, promoting a culture of human life in line with communion and solidarity.3. 
Hands in the world addressed to promoting dignity and citizenship in an evangelical view has produced encouraging realizations on the part of the Association and constitutes an invitation to dare for the future.  As long as we do not disregard the roots that are in the heart inhabited by God.  The logo of the Centenary emphasizes the reciprocity of these dimensions.  In line with your choice and in the perspective of the future, I would now like to bring out the importance of a few aspects present in the objectives of the Centenary and which we could, perhaps, look at together for a shared commitment.
* To listen to the Word. As you know, in 2008 we celebrated the Synod of the Bishops on the Word of God. The intention was that of “favoring the rediscovery, full of marvel, of the Word of God that is living, sharp and efficacious, in the very heart of the Church, in its liturgy and in its prayer, in evangelization and in catechesis, in exegesis and in theology, in personal and community life.”4
Mary of Nazareth is teacher, mother, living model of every personal and community encounter with the Word that she welcomes, meditates and translates into service of charity in the existence of each day.

Don Bosco, Mary Domenica, all the saints of the Salesian Family, even those that we encounter on our daily path, have allowed themselves to be led by Mary’s hand.  
The more difficult the times, the more the guidance of this Mother helps us in discerning her essential questions.

Listening to the Word with Mary helps us not to fear the outskirts of the world, to rediscover the fascinating commitment of the explicit proclamation of Jesus and of His message of salvation.
 

In our Salesian reality there are many laudable initiatives to favor listening to the Word.  The house of spirituality at Castelnuovo Nigra expects that in 2008 there will be spirituality week, catechetical workshops and a course of religious retreat.  We could, later on, carry out a shared experience between the Past Pupils and the FMA.  

* To give a new impulse to Salesian, Mornesian spirituality from the point of view of the Preventive System. The family spirit is the climate in which this flourishes and grows.  Attention to the person, the care of relationships, the development of communion in reciprocity, the formation of the heart all constitute an itinerary not only for the empowerment of the individual person, but for openness to God and to others.  The heart in solidarity, capable of sharing, is formed in this vital workshop that is the family spirit. 
Your Association has shown the Mornesian style of spirituality lived by the Past Pupils.  It is an emphasis that reminds us of the young women who later became FMA and who, at Mornese implemented the Preventive System of Don Bosco in a feminine style.  Re- appropriating this style helps us to feel that we are in continuity with all of those women who have transmitted it to us in time.

The Rector Major’s Strenna indicates a concrete field for action to face the daily challenges with the treasure of the Salesian charism, animated by the passion of the da mihi animas.  
I would like to emphasize the urgency of educating in a non-exclusive view, one that brings with it the recognition of the human rights of each person and their promotion, beginning from the least, expressing through concrete actions the choice of the Salesian charism to be preferred for the poorest young people.
* Together to give a face to hope. Salesian optimism rests on faith in Providence that supports the world and guides it toward a resurrection destiny.  It is not necessary to have in hand the statistics gathered by experts to make ourselves aware of the situations of death present in the world. Sadly, the media has accustomed us to hear the dark side of the news where it is difficult to find a glimmer of light.  But the attentive eye, educated at the school of the Word and Salesian spirituality, knows how to discover this glimmer of hope even in limited situations. 
The Past Pupils do not stand around and watch.  They know that it is not enough to have clean hands if these hands remain in their pockets-to use a well-known expression of Fr. Milani.  The Word of God is translated into words and human gestures to offer support and the defense of life that comes from families called to guard and develop it from the different educational instructions to which we are frequently inattentive, yet are invoked to speak of educational emergencies.
If as groups of the Salesian Family we nourish the passion of the da mihi animas, we could represent light and hope that will witness, especially to the younger generations, the all-foreseeing love of God for all His sons and daughters.
A few possible sectors for shared commitment:  

- Human mobility. Benedict XVI dedicated the message for the World Day of the Migrant and the Refugee that will be celebrated tomorrow, January 13th, to young migrants.  Many of these are children and adolescents.  Frequently, we deal with girls who are more easily the victims of exploitation, of moral blackmail and abuse of every kind.  It is difficult for them to look at the future with hope.   
The situation of trafficking in human beings was taken into consideration in a joint declaration of the Superiors General USG/UISG and by Caritas International last November.  The declaration was signed by the USG President, Fr. Pascual Chavez, by the UISG President, Sr. Ameila Kawaji and by Cardinal Oscar Andres Rodríguez-Maradiaga, President of Caritas International.  The declaration recognizes that trafficking in human beings is one of the most serious threats to the dignity of persons and it launched the appeal to work together to counteract it.  
At 60 years from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights signed in 1948, we see that their effective recognition is still far from being a reality for every person.   
* Which shared actions in an educational key could we propose in the field of Human Rights, in particular those of the young migrants and of the woman? 
* Which formative opportunities do we foresee so that we can prepare ourselves for an educational mission in the unexpected situations in which we live?  
- Education to peace. The message of Benedict XVI for the World Day of Peace 2008 reminds us of the importance to promote peace beginning in the family as a condition to promote it on the level of the great human family. 
* Could not the weakening of the family institution lead us to look together as promoters of some action in favor of the family, beginning from where we work? 

* In what way can we favor education to peace in teaching, in the workplace, in catechetical and pastoral action? 
- Attention to the woman. On the occasion of the 20 year anniversary of Mulieris dignitatem (1988), the Pontifical Council of the Laity proposes to set in motion a reflection in the light of biblical revelation on the new cultural paradigms and on the difficulty which Catholic women must work against to live their own dignity and to collaborate in fruitful reciprocity with men in the building up of the Church and Society. 

* In what way can we insert ourselves into the discussion and especially, how can we respond to the situations that call us to answer to our responsibility as women alongside other women?  
Hands in the world, roots in the heart These words sum up the future of the Association.  The great hope of Jesus’ resurrection and of the recapitulation of all things in Him nourish this little hope that we will know how to raise up in everyday places, in the coherence with which we remain faithful to the Love of which Jesus has been a witness, of the availability to serve the Kingdom of God there, where He calls us.  
Benedict XVI’s encyclical on hope concludes with a paragraph on Mary, Star of Hope
. Let us allow to resound also in our heart the words of the Angel to Mary: “Have no fear.”  The new era of life that opens for the Association will be rich with the surprises of God! 
� I recall, by way of example, the recent document of the Congregation for Catholic Education: Educating together in the Catholic School.  A shared mission between consecrated persons and the lay faithful .Roma, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2007.


� The establishment of an Office of Human Rights by our Institute in Geneva seeks to be a sign in this direction. 


� Cfr Guidelines n. 12.


� Cfr Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal note of some aspects of evangelization   , n. 13


� BENEDICT XVI, Encyclical Letter Spe Salvi (November 30, 2007), n. 49.





